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cellent Liturgy. Would to God it could be presumed,
with equal confidence, that all who assent to them in
terms, discern in the understanding their force and
excellency, and feel their power in the affections,
and their transforming influence in the heart. What
lively emotions are they calculated to excite in us,
of deep self-abasement, and abhorrence of our sins ; ,
together with humble hope, and firm faith, and
heavenly joy, and ardent love, and active unceasing
gratitude!
But here, it is to be feared, will be found a grand
defect in the religion of the bulk of professed Chris-
tians ; a defect like the palsy at the heart,   popular
which, while in its first attack it changes  Notions.
but little the exterior appearance of the body, extin-
guishes the internal principle of heat and motion,
and soon extends its benumbing influence to the
remotest fibres of the frame.    This defect is closely
connected with that which was the chief subject of
the last chapter: u they that be whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick.""    Had we duly
lelt the burthen of our sins, accompanied with a
deep conviction that the weight of them must finally
sink us into perdition, our hearts would have danced
at the sound of the gracious invitation, u Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you restc."  But in those who have scarcely
felt their sins as any incumbrance, it would be mere
affectation to pretend to very exalted conceptions of
the value and acceptableness of the proffered deli-
verance.    This pretence, accordingly, is seldom now
kept up; and the most superficial observer, com-
paring the sentiments and views of the bulk of the
Christian world, with the articles still retained in
6 Matt. xi. 28.

